HOME BUYERS GUIDE TO

POLY B™
PIPING

An informa�onal resource for home buyers looking to
purchase a home that contains Poly B Piping.
This brochure is not intended to sell or solicit any
services and was created to build awareness
around Poly B Piping.

POLYBUTYLENE PIPING
KNOW THE FACTS
WHAT IS POLY B PIPING?
Poly B piping, also referred to as polybutylene piping, was a plas�c
grey plumbing pipe commonly used in residen�al water systems
throughout North America.
Typically, Poly B piping is found in homes built between 1985-1997
and with homes that received renova�ons during that �me frame.

PROBLEMS WITH POLY B?
Poly B piping turned out to be a very temperamental product. The
piping breaks down over �me due to Chlorine, Fluoride, excess
pressure and environmental factors including exposure to UV rays.
A�er numerous billion dollar class ac�on lawsuits, the piping
system was banned for use in residen�al construc�on. Since this
li�ga�on the funds have been exhausted and home owners are
now le� to deal with the issue themselves.
Poly B Piping is very big issue eﬀec�ng hundreds of thousands of
home owners across the country. Insurance companies are even
refusing to ensure homes with Poly B or have charged extremely
high premiums if the pipe is found in their house.

KNOW WHAT WATERLINE
PLUMBING SYSTEM IS IN YOUR HOME
Copper Piping

Copper piping is commonly used in older
water supply lines. They are resistant to
corrosion and are reliable. The life
expectancy is 50 years.

Polybutylene Piping

Poly B piping was used as a replacement for
copper piping. Due to their high rate of
failure, their life expectancy rate is between

Kitec Piping

Kitec Piping was installed in building between
1997 - 2005. Kitec is prone to corrosion and
failure. Life expectancy is yet to be revealed.

PEX Piping

PEX Piping comes in 3 diﬀerent classes with
structural ra�ngs from 80psi to 500psi. It is
es�mated to last an astounding 50+ years.

THE POLY B REPLACEMENT PROCESS
First, a contractor will plas�c wrap and
cover your home where work will take
place.

1 Protect The Home

This includes covering all ﬂooring and
furniture so your home and belongings are
completed protected during the Poly B
remedia�on process.

The process begins by accessing pipes
through the drywall. Old lines are removed
from the walls and ceiling where necessary
and replaced with new piping.
A�er new pipes are installed, all holes in
the drywall and ceiling are repaired and
pain�ng is done to match your home back
to its original colours.

2 Replace The Piping

Then, the home is cleaned and ensure that
it is in the same condi�on that is was upon
arrival.

3 Restore The Home

A�er a walk through with yourself checking
over the work then you se�le up with the
contractor and your Poly B issues are no
more.

SHOULD I BUY A HOUSE WITH POLY B PIPING?
Most houses built in the 80s and 90s are top quality builds and
are o�en located in highly desirable neighborhoods with great
ameni�es.
A quick remedia�on will have your new home in �p top shape
and give you piece of mind that your domes�c water plumbing
system is worry free for years to come.

WHAT IS THE COST TO REPLACE POLY B PIPING?
Poly B replacement can be an extensive project, on average the
price of replacing the domes�c waterlines in the house ranges
from $5000 - $12000.
This just takes into account the prep work, and replacing the
piping. Restoring the walls and ceilings could run home buyers an
addi�onal $5000 - $10000.

HAVE MORE QUESTIONS ABOUT POLY B PIPING?
Feel free to contact Urban Piping with any ques�ons that you
may have regarding Poly B Piping.

info@urbanpiping.com
www.urbanpiping.com

